Simple Gifts
A Shaker Tune by Joseph Brackett, circa 1848

arr. Sarah Cummings-Ridge
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Accented, like bell-tones
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Play up one octave
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When he wrote this song, Joseph Brackett was a 51-year-old Shaker leader iswhat is today the Shaker Village at Sabbathday Lake, Maine.
It is the home of the remaining 7 members of the world's Shakers.

"Tisthe gift to be simple, 'tisthe gift to be free,
"Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
Twill bein the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity isgain'd

To bow and to bend we shan't be asham'd.

To turn, turn will be our delight

'Till by turning, turning we come round right.



