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Shenandoah, an Algonquian word meaning "daughter of the stars," is a river in Virginia, but it is both a person and a river in this sea
chantey.  In the early nineteenth century the song was solely about a trader in the Missouri River area who fell in love with the
daughter of the Algonquian chief Shenandoah.  American sailors heading down the Mississippi River took up the slow, rolling melody
for the slow, rolling work of hoisting the ship's anchor, changing words to suit their purpose.

Oh, Shenandoah, I long to hear you,
Away, you rolling river!
Oh, Shenandoah, I long to hear you, 
Away, I'm bound away,
'Cross the wide Missouri!

Oh, Shenandoah, I love your daughter.
Away, you rolling river!
For her I'd cross the rolling water.
Away, I'm bound away,
'Cross the wide Missouri.

Oh, Shenandoah, I'm bound to leave you.
Away, you rolling river!
Oh, Shenandoah, I'll not deceive you.
Away, I'm bound away,
'Cross the wide Missouri.


